Proc. roy. Soc. Med. Volume 61 April 1968 is divided into five sections. Cell proliferation, metabolic regulation, cell surfaces, nature of cancer and radiobiology. There are 22 contributions; the bias is towards biochemistry, biophysics and cell kinetics. The book is of a very high standard and will be of considerable interest and value to many workers in cancer research, as well as those concerned with cell biological problems which are not immediately related to neoplasia. Each contributor has provided a reasonably long bibliography with his article, which helps to make this volume a good source of reference. The massive expansion of research effort in biological sciences which has occurred during the past ten years makes it increasingly difficult to keep up with current thought except in a limited field. Books such as this Canadian Cancer Conference Proceedings can play a valuable role in helping to give a global view of the problems in cancer research. The editors and contributors can be congratulated for content and clarity of their articles.
EDWARD H COOPER
The Neuroses by Henry P Laughlin pp xii+ 1076 £8 18s 6d Washington: Butterworths 1967 This book gives a detailed account of a variety of reactions which are termed neurotic by the author. The clinical descriptions of the various types of neurotic reactions are good and the author has been energetic in his attempts to classify these reactions. Although such classifications are useful for learning and teaching they lack a scientific basis. The general orientation of the book is psychodynamic and predominantly psychoanalytic; for many readers this would constitute a drawback and the book would be less acceptable in this country than in the USA.
The account given of anxiety and depressive reactions is excellent, again with emphasis on psychodynamics with little attention paid to other possible aetiological factors. A special chapter is devoted to fatigue reactions, which is unusual, as this in itself is a symptom rather than a nosological entity. The same applies to hypochondriacal reactions which the author has termed 'hygeiaphrontic reactions'. The account of phobic reactions is unbalanced as it regards such reactions as based on avoidance through displacement and substitution, a mechanism which applies only to some. Many of the terms used by the author are little known; for example, he uses the term 'soterial reaction' in which the person obtains security from an external object source. In many ways this is the converse of a phobia: in soteria the external object becomes a neurotic object source of comfort and security. The author gives an interesting account of manifold reactions which are included under 'dissociated reactions'. Similarly, there is a useful account of post-traumatic neurosis and an account of reactions in servicemen under conditions of stress.
This book is useful for reference, bearing in mind the above-mentioned limitations.
W LINFORD REES

Clinical Virology by R H A Swain MA MD FRCPE FCPath FRSE and T C Dodds FIMLT FIIP FRPS pp xi+318 illustrated 75s
Edinburgh & London: E & S Livingstone 1967
Few books have been written on virology, probably because most of the many bacteriology textbooks contain sections on this subject, although not all of them are satisfactory. Most virology textbooks are so detailed that they are shunned by nonspecialist readers or used only for reference. This volume will be welcomed since it is profusely illustrated and has a simple well written text which will be easily understood by clinical readers. An unusual feature is the extensive use of colour reproductions which, unfortunately, are disappointing; some are of such poor quality that they defeat their own object. This is particularly true of the illustrations of skin lesions; for example, many readers will be surprised to learn from the text that the spotty dark-skinned lady, pictured on page 205, has jaundice.
The early chapters deal with general properties of viruses and with the laboratory methods used to study them. The authors have wisely avoided skimping these chapters, for they are essential for the understanding of modern virology. The next chapters are general accounts of common virus diseases: they include details of the clinical, epidemiological and laboratory aspects of these diseases, with details of prevention and treatment where relevant. The final chapters deal with the very important subject of immunization and the new subject of antiviral chemotherapy.
The clarity of the text, which is aided by the numerous illustrations, makes this an excellent book for anyone requiring a general knowledge of virology and an understanding of its place in modern medicine. 
